Two studies were conducted to compare various aspects of child molesters, non-
In our general theory of sexual offending (Marshall & Barbaree, 1984; Marshall & Marshall, 2000) self-esteem is understood to play a mediating role in the manifestations of various features of these offenders. For example, we have shown that victim-specific empathy deficits are significantly negatively correlated with self-esteem (Marshall, Champagne, Brown, & Miller, 1997; Marshall, Hamilton, & Fernandez, 2001 ), and we suggested that this was because the offenders wished to deny victim harm in order to protect their fragile sense of self-worth. In this respect we construed the apparent empathy deficits as a class of cognitive distortions (specifically distortions about victim harm), and we proposed that all cognitive distortions are engaged to protect self-worth (Fernandez, Anderson, & Marshall, 1999) . This perspective is not ours alone. Wright and Schneider (1997) consider the sexual fantasies of sexual offenders to be "motivated self-deceptions" because they contain many elements that justify offending. Wright and Schneider claim that these self-deceptions are intended to bolster the offender's self-esteem in the face of his clearly deviant behavior. Following from this proposal it should be true that all cognitive distortions among sexual offenders should be correlated with self-esteem.
Not only have sexual offenders been shown to have low self-esteem (Fernandez, et al., 1999; Marshall, 1997; Marshall et al., 1997; Marshall, Anderson, & Champagne, 1996; Marshall, Barbaree, & Fernandez, 1995; Marshall, Cripps, Anderson, & Cortoni, 1999; Marshall & Mazzucco, 1995) , they have consistently been found to have distorted perceptions about their victims and their own offending behavior (Abel et al., 1989; Abel, Becker, & Cunningham-Rather, 1984; Bumby, 1996; Hanson, Gizzarelli, & Scott, 1994; Hayashino, Wurtele, & Klebe, 1995; Stermac & Segal, 1989) . In a series of studies, Horley (1988 Horley ( , 2000 Horley & Quinsey, 1994 , 1995 Horley, Quinsey, & Jones, 1997) found somewhat equivocal results. His findings suggest that some child molesters hold inappropriate views of children and women, and this matches results reported earlier by Howells (1979) . Howells reported that child molesters perceive children as submissive and nonjudgmental whereas adults are seen as threatening and judgemental. While there are concerns about the ease with which some of these measures can be faked (Langevin, 1991) , there is evidence that Bumby's measure of distorted perceptions (Bumby, 1996) seems resistant to this and the Semantic Differential approach (Osgood, Suci, & Tannenbaum, 1957) employed by Horley and Howells also seems less open to dissimulation than other measures.
The relapse prevention approach to treating sexual offending claims that these clients suffer deficits in the ability to cope with stress or unpleasant emotional states and that as a result they turn to offending behavior to inappropriately deal with these problematic issues (George & Marlatt, 1989) . This suggests that sexual offenders may use sex, more specifically deviant sex, as a way of coping with distress. Cortoni and Marshall (2001) developed a measure of this tendency and confirmed that sexual offenders did indeed respond to stress by engaging in sex. Marshall and Marshall (2000) suggested that this tendency developed quite early in the lives of sexual offenders and was generated by both a lack of a sense of self-worth and deficiencies in the comfort and love that should have been provided by their parents. Thus, a propensity to use sex as a coping strategy should also be correlated with self-esteem and perhaps as a result coping using sex should be correlated with cognitive distortions.
The present two studies represent our attempt to empirically evaluate this series of suggestions. Because child molesters are more accessible to us than other
